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We have been active over the last few months. With the granting of our APB has meant an increase in the number of enquires to the HAASA Secretariat covering numerous topics from:

· What does an APB mean to HAASA

· Membership enquires from past and new members

· Competency examinations

· Supervision requirements

· HAASA Congress 2010

· What letters can I use after my name 

· When is the next AGM

· Membership Fees

· CPED Activities

· OHS Issues

· Senate Enquiry

· OTEN/SIT courses

Susan has been busy and handles all members, non-members, and the numerous functions covering the running of the Society effectively and in a professional manner. 

In the upcoming months our concentration will be on the HAASA Congress 2010, AGM, Competency and Supervision requirements, Students (we have had an increase in the number of students joining HAASA).

The Executive have their regular meetings each month but use the email to communicate on a daily basis to address the operation requirements of HAASA and review policy and procedures that affect members. 

· Currently we are in discussions with the OHS on the MOU with little to report since the last SB due to OHS commitment to the Minimum Hearing Threshold induction in July 2010. We will keep you informed of any developments in both these areas. We are planning that we can have a session on this topic at the Congress.

· We are also preparing a report/submission to the Senate inquiry into the Hearing Services throughout Australia. 
· Work cover procedures in Victoria, NSW, and Queensland are in constant discussion.  The Executive prepare letters to the relevant work cover bodies. We note some of these work cover bodies have left out Audiometrists as qualified practitioners in their programs. This is not acceptable and we have informed them of the qualifications of Audiometrists, who are more than suitable to carry out the requirements of their programs.

· We are also looking at the letters our members use after their name. Currently many members use ‘HAASA’ but we are considering ‘MHAASA’ – Member Hearing Aid Audiometrist Society of Australia. We know there are a number of people out there using the letters of HAASA after their name, who are not members, a situation we view dimly and will take action to protect HAASA position as a professional body.
· The Executive recently held discussions with SIT/OTEN (Sydney Institute of Technology) regarding the title that those who have successfully completed the Diploma of Hearing Device and Prescription could use after their name. We agreed with the recommendation put forward of DipDAud (Diploma of Dispensing Audiometry) but strongly advise that the title of the Diploma be changed (if possible with understanding of the educators etc) to Diploma of Audiometry. The recommended letters is better than the current DipHDPE. We will need to wait for the decision and outcome but will keep you informed.

The HAASA Congress 2010 committee led by Matthew O’Neil is doing an excellent job in preparing, organising, and putting into place all the right ingredients to ensure that the Congress will be an outstanding success. I encourage you to visit the web site haasa.org.au to review the excellent clinical program they have put together. We have inserted the delegate registration form along with accommodation details – complete them now and support your professional body come to the Congress.

We look forward to support the members of HAASA now and into the future.

See You At the HAASA Congress 2010.

Gary Rayment

Secretary
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